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Editor's note: The United States Fish & Wildlife Service administers the Junior Duck Stamp Design
Competition as part of its educational program. After studying waterfowl anatomy and habitat,
students apply their knowledge by drawing, painting or sketching a picture of an eligible North
American waterfowl species.

Students from around the United States submit drawings to their state, territory or district
competition. Winners from these competitions, called the "Best of Show," are then submitted to the
Federal Junior Duck Stamp Design Competition. One image from the 53 Best of Show entries is
selected for the next Junior Duck Stamp.

The 2010 Texas Junior Duck Stamp Competition was administered by the Texas Mid-Coast
National Wildlife Refuge Complex, based in Brazoria County. Entries were judged on March 24,
2010 at Bass Pro Shop in Pearland. Winners were announced for four age groups:

Group | - Grades K-3

Group Il - Grades 4-6

Group Il - Grades 7-9

Group IV - Grades 10-12

TMN-COT members Barbara and Ellis Burkhardt, Pam West, Carolyn Schlein, and Denis
Mudderman assisted with the organization of the entries and the preparation for the judging.
Following is Barbara's report on the project.

| began helping with the Junior Duck Stamp contest approximately ten days before the
judging. My job was to organize the entries into the four age groups. All information from
each entry was then entered into an Excel database which | created last year. Fish &
Wildlife Service volunteer Mary Jane Lacy checked each entry for correct spelling of
names and prepared the award certificates for each student. Mary Jane and | also helped
USFWS Team Leader Jennifer Sanchez organize the entries for display during the
contest.

On the day of the contest judging, TMN-COT members Pam West and Carolyn Schlein
helped arrange the display. We then kept track and recorded the awards that each entry
received. The winners of each age group were displayed so that everyone coming by at
the Bass Pro Shop would have the chance to admire the talent of the students. After
preliminary judging, “best of show” was chosen from among the first place winners.
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We had the pleasure of helping the judges and interacting with visitors to the Bass Pro
Shop. This gave us the opportunity to explain the conservation message, and the
curriculum and background that is provided to the teachers and students that participate in
the contest. We also had the opportunity to give the Master Naturalist program some good
advertising with many of the judges and the Bass Pro Shop customers.

After the contest, the entries were returned to the originating schools. This required us to
get the entries, certificates, ribbons and prizes organized for each school. The winning
entries for each age group were scanned into a database along with information about any
award received The “best of show” winner will be entered in the National Junior Duck
Stamp Contest in Washington, D.C. (The 2008 winner of the Texas Junior Duck Stamp
Contest was also the national winner.)

It was a rather hectic for a couple of weeks, but really enjoyable. The talent of many of the
students is amazing. It is wonderful to see the “artistic bent” and interpretation that some
of the students are capable of. It is also very worthwhile to read the conservation
messages that each student must enter with their drawings. It's a great way to earn some
volunteer hours.

All winning entries will be on exhibit at Migration Celebration, April 15-18.

Following are scans of the three winning entries:

hird Place Winner
Susie Choe
Academy of Dream Art, Carrolton, Texas
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Second Place Winner
Any Gonzalez
Angleton High School, Angleton, Texas

First Place Winner and Best of Show
Barry Carter
Magnolia West High School, Magnolia, Texas
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